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would then have appeared the acme of absurdity.  Let us observe the wording:
"Forasmuch as Almighty God hath ordained Kings, Queens and Princes to have
dominion and rule over all their subjects," even as all Sovereigns are responsible to God the
King of Kings, so are subjects answerable to Sovereigns: to withstand "all manner of
persons" who may intend anything dangerous to the honour, estate, or persons of the said
Princes.
And as there are some who desired treacherously to take the life of the Queen, " we "
voluntarily "bind ourselves ... in the bond of one firm and loyal society;" and, "in the
presence of Almighty God, do swear, with our whole powers, bodies, lives, lands and goods,
and with our children and servants" to serve Her Majesty "against all earthly powers
whatsoever;" and to " offend and pursue, as well by force of armies as by all other means,
. . . all manner of persons . , . that shall attempt ... or consent to anything " of a treason-
able nature. And if any such attempt" be ta\en in hand, or any person pretend title to this
Crown " by the untimely death of Her Majesty . . . we . . . vow in the presence of God"
with our " joint and particular forces to resist them to the uttermost," and take all possible
means for the " utter overthrow " of any such.
Moreover, if any who have taken this Bond, dare in future, either for fear or
for reward, to break away from the Association, they shall be reckoned as " perjured
persons, and as public enemies to God, our Queen and our native country," and
punished accordingly.
The intellect of man could hardly have devised a more effective retort to the
machinations of Mendoza.
This " Instrument," a necessary measure from the point of view of the Queen's
defenders, placed her Catholic subjects in an even more sorrowful plight than
before. It was fourteen years since Pope Pius V had forbidden them to obey her
authority; a command which, as King Philip foresaw, inevitably provoked more
repressive legislation.1 The English Catholics (we must repeat) were thenceforth
in the desperate predicament that if they obeyed the Pope they came under the
laws against foreign jurisdiction; and if they obeyed the Queen they risked being
excommunicated in her company.3
The English, who even in Catholic days had not always been submissive to
Rome, were less and less disposed to accept the decision of the Vatican as to who
should or should not rule them. And the feeling which was aroused among the
masses by the new Oath of Association is reflected in " A famous dlttie of the joyful
receaving of the Queens moste excellent maiestle by the worthy citizens of London,
ie.e. vol. n, p. 49.
2 In our own day the matter has become vague; but Carnden gave the Declaration in full; and
Speed, Historic of Great Bntaine, 3rd ed*. p. 1151-152, printed the Bull of Pope Pius, "transcript
.... from the originall itselje," and translation, pp. 152-153. Unless we have the Pope's own
words, neither the position of the Catholics nor the policy of Queen Elizabeth can be fully
understood: yet even in Meyer's " Catholic Church under Queen Elizabeth," (1915) only a few lines of
quotation are given. See E.E. Vol. II. pp, 44-48, for reproduction of Declaration in full.

